
Responding to Immigration Issues 
at Riverside Community College 

District 

Keith R. Dobyns 

General Counsel 



Background 

• 2 million+ students enrolled in California higher education institutions 

• 150,090 DACA recipients 

• 83,000 undocumented postsecondary students 
• 38,000 DACA 

• All students have a right to receive an education without 
discrimination based on immigration status – Plyler v. Doe (1982) 

• SB 54 (2017) – limiting assistance with immigration enforcement 

• AB 21 (2017) – affirmative obligations to prevent immigration 
enforcement 

Figures from Migration Policy Institute 



SB 54 California Values Act 

Prohibits cooperation with federal immigration enforcement efforts in 
the following areas: 

1. Use of state/local funds 

2. Federal supervision 

3. Immigration authorities as language interpreters 

4. Transfers to immigration authorities 

5. Provision of office space 

6. Facilities contracts 



SB 54 Prohibition on Use of State/Local Funds 

Cannot use personnel or funds to 

• Inquire into an individual’s immigration status 
• Detain an individual on the basis of an Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement hold request 
• Provide information regarding a person’s release 

date from custody or other non-public info. 
• Make or intentionally participate in arrests based on 

civil immigration warrants 
• Assist immigration authorities in the activities not 

authorized by a judicial warrant 
• Perform the functions of an immigration officer 

• Investigate… 
• Interrogate… 
• Detain… 
• Detect… 
• Arrest… 

…for immigration enforcement 
purposes 



SB 54 Prohibition on Federal Supervision 

RCCD police cannot be under supervision of federal agencies or be 
deputized as special federal officers for purposes of immigration 
enforcement. 



SB 54 Immigration Authorities as Language Interpreters 

RCCD cannot use immigration authorities as interpreters for law 
enforcement matters. 



SB 54 Transfers to Immigration Authorities 

RCCD police cannot transfer individuals to immigration authorities 
unless authorized by a judicial warrant or judicial probable cause 
determination or has committed a serious crime. 



SB 54 Provision of Office Space 

RCCD cannot provide office space dedicated for immigration 
authorities. 



SB 54 Facilities Contracts 

RCCD cannot allow the housing of federal detainees. 



AB 21 Access to Higher Education for Every Student 

Imposes the following obligations on RCCD: 

1. Protection of personal information 

2. Notice of immigration enforcement activity 

3. Notification of emergency contact 

4. Compliance with judicial warrants and subpoenas 

5. Response to on-campus immigration enforcement 

6. Single point of contact 

7. Legal services 

8. Hold undocumented students harmless 



AB 21 Protection of Personal Information 

RCCD will not disclose personal information about students, faculty, 
classified professionals.   

• FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 

• Federal and State Right to Privacy 

• Exceptions 

• Judicial Warrant, Court Order, Subpoena 



AB 21 Notice of Immigration Enforcement Activity 

Presence of / Contacted by immigration officer → Notify: 
• Point of Contact 

• MVC – Roosevelt Charles, Vice President, Student Services 

• NC – Sonia Gonzalez, Dean, Enrollment Services 

• RCC – Kyla Teufel, Dean, Enrollment Services 

• District – Mark DiMaggio, Chief of Police 

• Chancellor – Wolde-Ab Isaac 

• College President 

• Chief of Police – Mark DiMaggio 

• General Counsel – Keith Dobyns 

• RCCD police officer 



AB 21 Notification of Emergency Contact 

RCCD will notify emergency contact if student, faculty, classified 
professional, or other individual is taken into custody. 



AB 21 Compliance with Judicial Warrants and Subpoenas 

Immigration officers allowed to access non-public areas only with 
judicial warrant 

• ICE or DHS administrative warrant insufficient 



AB 21 Single Point of Contact 

Each college designates a single point of contact for handling 
immigration orders or inquiries. 

• MVC – Roosevelt Charles, Vice President, Student Services - (951) 571-6120 

• NC – Sonia Gonzalez, Dean, Enrollment Services - (951) 372-7014 

• RCC – Kyla Teufel, Dean, Enrollment Services - (951) 222-8649 

• District – Mark DiMaggio, Chief of Police - (951) 222-8171 



AB 21 Legal Services 

Contact list of immigration legal service providers: 
• https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html 

• TODEC Legal Center 
• Informed Immigrant 
• Immigrants Rising – Services and Resources 
• United We Dream Network 
• CA Department of Social Services – DACA Legal Services 
• Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights – Rise for DACA 
• National Immigration Law Center - Resources 
• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services – DACA Information 
• Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Southern California 
• Immigration Legal Resource Center 
• California Community Colleges – Undocumented Students 

https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html


AB 21 Hold Undocumented Students Harmless 

In the event that an undocumented student is detained, deported, or is 
unable to attend to his or her academic requirements due to an 
immigration enforcement action, RCCD shall make all reasonable 
efforts to assist the student in retaining benefits received and allow re-
enrollment when able to return. 



4 Distinct Areas 

1. Gathering and Handling Student and Family Information 

2. Responding to Law Enforcement Requests for Access to Campus 
and Residential Units for Immigration Enforcement Purposes 

3. Responding to Law Enforcement Requests for Access to Student 
Records for Immigration Enforcement Purposes 

4. Responding to Immigration Actions Against Students or Family 
Members 



1. Gathering and Handling Student and Family Information 

A. Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) + federal and state right to 
privacy protections allow for the refusal to disclose personal information to 
federal authorities 

• Exceptions 

• Judicial Warrant, Court Order, Subpoena 

B. Applications for Financial Aid 

“Country of citizenship” questions – Blank or “No Selection” 



2. Responding to Law Enforcement Requests for Access to Campus for 
Immigration Enforcement Purposes 

• Single Point of Contact 

• Any presence of outside law enforcement (police, sheriffs, ICE, DHS) should be 
sent to the designated Point of Contact or other identified person 
• Point of Contact 

• MVC – Roosevelt Charles, Vice President, Student Services 
• NC – Sonia Gonzalez, Dean, Enrollment Services 
• RCC – Kyla Teufel, Dean, Enrollment Services 
• District – Mark DiMaggio, Chief of Police 

• Chancellor 
• College President 
• Chief of Police 
• General Counsel 
• RCCD police officer 



3. Responding to Law Enforcement Requests for Access to 
Student Records for Immigration Enforcement Purposes 

• No access to records is given to federal authorities unless they 
present: 
• Judicial Warrant 

• ICE Administrative warrant insufficient 

• Judicial Subpoena 
ICE/DHS Administrative subpoena insufficient 

• Court Order 

• Alert Single Point of Contact for further handling 



4. Responding to Immigration Actions Against 
Students or Family Members 

• Notify individual’s emergency contact 
• Provide legal service providers contact list 

• https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html 
• TODEC Legal Center 
• Informed Immigrant 

• Immigrants Rising – Services and Resources 
• United We Dream Network 

• CA Department of Social Services – DACA Legal Services 
• Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights – Rise for DACA 

• National Immigration Law Center - Resources 
• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services – DACA Information 
• Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Southern California 

• Immigration Legal Resource Center 
• California Community Colleges – Undocumented Students 

https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html


Resources 
• RCCD resource pages 

• MVC - https://mvc.edu/student-support/common-ground/undocumented-students.php 

• NC - https://www.norcocollege.edu/sd/sp/unity/index.html 

• RCC - : https://www.rcc.edu/student-support/student-support/dreamers.html 

• RCCD - https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html 

• RCCD - https://rccd.edu/culture.html 

• CA Attorney General Guidance 

• https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/immigration/higher-education-guidance.pdf 

• CA Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Advisory 

• https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/General-Counsel/x_18-01-sanctuary-
jurisdiction-advisory-ada.pdf 

https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/General-Counsel/x_18-01-sanctuary
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/immigration/higher-education-guidance.pdf
https://rccd.edu/culture.html
https://rccd.edu/immigration_related_resources.html
https://www.rcc.edu/student-support/student-support/dreamers.html
https://www.norcocollege.edu/sd/sp/unity/index.html
https://mvc.edu/student-support/common-ground/undocumented-students.php
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