District Academic Standards Committee
October 29, 2008
3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
I.  Call to Order at 3:15 p.m.

II. Roll Call 
Present:  
Richard Davin, Administration of Justice (Chair) (Riv) *

Eileen Colapinto, Counseling (Riv) *

Mark Lewis, Speech Communications (Nor) *

Clara Lowden, Physical Education (Riv)


Mary Ryder, Career and Technical Programs (Riv)

Carlos Tovares, Geography (Mov) *

Shari Yates, Early Childhood Education (Riv)

      Sylvia Thomas, Associate Vice Chancellor, Instruction

      * Voting Members
Absent:     Lisa Nelson, English (Nor)*
Guest:        Richard Mahon, Academic Senate President (Riv)
III.  Approval of Agenda.  M/S/C  Colapinto/Lewis
IV.  Approval of Minutes- 4/09/07  M/S/C Tovares/Colapinto
V.  Old Business

A.  Resolution 1009  Dean’s Honor Roll


 Review of the progress of implementation.  New requirements included in the 2008-2009 catalog. 
B.  Committee Charge/Mission 

Discussion took place whether expanded role of the committee warrants revision of the charge/mission statement. 

VI. New Business
Prior to meeting Richard Mahon, Riverside Senate President, asked that the Riverside Academic Senate members select two (2) voting members; Richard Davin and Eileen Colapinto were chosen unanimously.

A. District Chair Nomination and Election
Nomination and election occurred prior to the call to order.  Richard Mahon, District Senate representative, called for nominations of District Academic Standards Chair.  Prior chair was from Moreno Valley; the new chair should be from Norco or Riverside. This is a 2-year term.

Richard Davin nominated by Eileen Colapinto and seconded by Carlos Tovares.  Approved by acclamation. 

B. + and – Grades

Current policy of accepting grades from other institutions is to award the letter grade without plus (+) or minus (-), for A+ or A- this is translated to an “A”, and for B+ or B- to a “B” but for C- the class is counted as below a “C” and therefore not satisfactory completion. Should C-in keeping with the other letter grades, be accepted as a “C?”  Committee will revisit this issue after investigation into how other institutions (such as Cal State Universities) accept plus and minus grades, how many students are affected by this policy, and after further examination as to the exact wording of a proposed resolution.
C. Issues with current associate degree patterns

Issue was tabled until procedures are established for the addition of courses to the areas of emphasis and general education requirements.

D. Procedural issue was raised with regard to resolutions from the Body.  A     suggestion was made that resolutions be forwarded to the District Senate and simultaneously as an information item to campus senates in which case the District Senate can take action and/or refer the resolution back to the respective college senates.

E. Meeting Schedule

Meetings will take place on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.  Next meeting: November 11, 2008.  Locations: Mov HUM 234, Nor ST 107,  Riv DL 409.
Meeting adjourned: 4:30 p.m.
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