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On December 28, 2004, I met with Douglas Bagley, CEO, Riverside County Regional Medical Center (RCRMC) to discuss his previous offer to provide RCCD with land adjacent to RCRMC to build a health science education building.  Mr. Bagley had made this offer when he heard that RCCD was considering the possible renovation and purchase of the March Air Reserve Base Hospital.  Ms. Ellie Bennett, Chief Operating Officer, and Ms. Katherine Eaves, Chief Nursing Officer, were also present at the meeting.
Mr. Bagley repeated his offer to provide land to RCCD on condition that it be a joint-use project and that the allied health programs being considered for this building also include a nursing program.  His staff also suggested a need for a respiratory therapy technician program, a radiology technician program, and a medical laboratory technician program.
Mr. Bagley discussed the possibility of two sites. One was a 20 acre site immediate adjacent to the medical center; however, he indicated that he also was considering this site for a future hospital expansion project.  The other possible site was a 25 acre plot across the street from the medical center bordering Cactus and Nasson Avenues.  He said that he would like to see a joint-use education facility of approximately 50,000 square feet.  Mr. Bagley also mentioned that UCR had a potential interest in the property for their proposed medical school although Chancellor Cordova preferred that the school be located on the UCR campus.  The major problem with the UCR campus location is competition with the university’s agricultural department for campus-based space and facilities.

Ms. Eaves, the new Chief Nursing Officer at RCRMC was very interested in the possibility of a joint- use allied health education facility at the medical center.  She mentioned that in her previous employment she was Provost and Dean of the Los Angeles County Medical Center School of Allied Health and Nursing (Attachment A).  She said that the medical center’s original diploma nursing program had been converted to a two-year associate degree nursing program. The school has since received WASC accreditation.  We had discussed the possibility of a new and innovative nursing program that would be different than and non-competitive with the District’s ADN program in Riverside. This new program would use the existing middle college high schools and health career academies to offer pre-nursing courses to students during their junior and senior years. Upon completing high school, the graduates would enroll directly into the nursing program.  It was felt that there is an unmet need to enroll high school graduates directly into the two-year nursing program.  The concept of accepting high school graduates directly into a Registered Nursing Program is not practiced at any other educational institution.  Ms. Eaves also indicated an interest in creating virtual clinical teaching laboratories with simulated patients that she claimed were a successful teaching method at the Los Angeles nursing program.  I mentioned that our Physician Assistant program and Emergency Medical Service programs use simulated patients in their teaching labs.

On January 4, 2005, I met with Dr. Max Weil, president of the Institute of Critical Care Medicine in Palm Springs (Attachment B).  Patricia Bufalino and Katherine Eaves had also accompanied me on this trip.  Dr. Weil had contacted me several weeks ago with an interest in a new and innovative nursing program that would prepare students to become registered nurses throughout Riverside County.  He plans to write a White Paper on his concept.   I will withhold judgment on Dr. Weil’s project until I get a chance to read his paper to determine how his plan will relate to the expansion of nursing education in Riverside County.  He is also working with a local coalition made up of wealthy retirees in the Palm Springs Area.  They plan to raise funds to enable nurses employed at local hospitals to get released time to work on their MS degrees in nursing, which is the minimum credential for teaching nursing at community colleges.  He claims that the coalition is prepared to raise $5 million to accomplish this project. Their focus is to educate more nursing faculty for ADN nursing programs.
The proposed health sciences building would consist of our existing programs: (Attachment C)

Biotechnology                                                             


Certified Nurse Assistant                                          Medical Assistant

Community Interpretation in Spanish                  Medical Transcription


-Business                                                       Paramedic


-Legal                                                              Phlebotomy Technician


-Medical                                                         Physician Assistant

EKG Monitor Technician                                             Public Health Sequential Degree Program

Emergency Medical Technician                                   with Loma Linda Medical Center

Dental Hygiene                                                                   -Biomedical Data Management

Dental Technology                                                             -Health Geographic Information Systems  

Human Services                                                                 -Wellness Management                                                                                                
The new proposed programs (Attachment D) would include:  

Dental Assistant


Community Health Technician


Medical Billing and Coding Specialist

Medical Laboratory Technician (recommended by RCRMC)


Medical Records Technician/Health Information Technician


Mental Health Technician


Occupational Therapy Assistant


Pharmacy Technician


Physical Therapy Assistant


Radiology Technician (recommended by RCRMC)


Respiratory Therapy Technician (recommended by RCRMC)


Registered Nursing ADN Program (recommended by RCRMC) 
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I am recommending that a meeting be scheduled with Mr. Bagley to further delineate his plan to offer land for a joint-use health science building at the medical center and to determine how RCRMC wishes to cooperate with us in this project.  The proposed health science building in partnership with RCRMC could eventually evolve into a School of Allied Health Professions for the Moreno Valley Campus.
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