ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE

April 24, 2008 10:00 – 12:00 p.m.

MINUTES
Members Present:

	Riverside
	Moreno Valley
	Norco
	RCCD 

	Ashby, Hayley
	Moise-Swanson, Dominique
	Aycock, Greg
	Kauffman, Kristina

	Zottos, George
	
	Thomas, Jim
	

	Brewster, Steven
	
	Tschetter, Sheryl
Crasnow, Sharon

Loewenstein, Gaither
	


      Members Absent:
	Riverside
	Moreno Valley
	Norco
	RCCD

	Hall, Lewis
	Middleton, Delores
	
	

	Elton, Jim
	Lesser, Donna
	
	

	Westbrook, Peter
	
	
	


     Guests:  Leeshawn Moore, Arend Flick
1.  Review of March 27, 2008 Minutes 
Jason Parks from Norco is on the Program Review Committee, and has been   removed from the Assessment Committee list.  The March 27, 2008 minutes were    revised because Jim Elton was present, but was marked absent.
           Approval of March 27, 2008 Minutes- MSC/ Crasnow/Thomas
                                                                           Loewenstein abstained 
    2.
Assessment Updates 
E-Folio Update –There is ample evidence that E-Folios enhance students learning, motivation, transfer and employment opportunities.  From a GE perspective, we could ask students to provide 3 to 4 examples of course work which demonstrates that they had met GE outcomes and develop rubrics to evaluate them.  Using E-Folios for direct assessment of GE outcomes would show what students have done in their courses, rather than strictly evaluating them based on standardized tests.  The State of California and the State Chancellors Office want to pilot an E-Folio system for the State and Community Colleges.  Katherine McKenzie is in charge of directing a pilot project over the next 2-3 years in 2-3 community college districts with plans to take it system-wide.  Representatives from the University of Minnesota attended an LA Trade Tech meeting and discussed forming a partnership with the pilot program at RCCD.  The estimated cost is $5-8 per student and portfolios would be housed at the University of Minnesota on their server space.  Kristina Kauffman suggested we latch onto a state program to fund the project. Website to access:  http://web.mac.com/jittelson/eFolio/Welcome.html
Update on General Education SLOs – There is a need to finalize SLOs in 7 areas of emphasis including: Humanities, Communication, Math & Science, Creative & Performing Arts, Social Sciences, Administration & Information Systems, and Wellness & Education.  These SLOs are complete because they have met state requirements; however they have not met the requirements as an institution.  Sharon Crasnow suggested that many of these SLOs should be revised.  For example, the way the Humanities SLOs are written is problematic because they are outcomes that can’t be achieved in that area of emphasis, but rather a specific subdivision in that area of emphasis.  Sheryl Tschetter suggested using E-Folios as a method for defining SLOs in the 7 areas of emphasis.  The committee presented two separate motions related to E-Folios. 
Motion that DAC supports the concept and implementation of programs using E-Folio assessment in 08-09 – MSC/ Loewenstien/Crasnow
Motion that the RDAC endorse our candidacy to be included in the upcoming pilot project – MSC/Flick/Crasnow
3.         Riverside City Academic Senate Assessment Committee Charge
Hayley Ashby with input from Steven Brewster, Jim Elton and Richard Davin, has developed a goal statement or charge for the Riverside Assessment Committee at the request of the Riverside Academic Senate. The committee seeks to foster engagement in SLOs by encouraging dialogue related to pedagogy and curriculum, and supporting college-wide assessment efforts. The Assessment Committee recognizes the dual purpose of assessment as both summative and formative.  While the committee strives to meet the external accountability demands of the accrediting commission, its focus is on the intrinsic value of assessment as a means of improving student learning. 
Motion to accept the charge – MSC/Zattos /Aycock                 
 4.        Assessment Reports
Philosophy – Sharon Crasnow shared a concern that Philosophy student outcomes assessment needs improvement.  For example, the discipline closed the loop one time on Critical thinking Philosophy 11, but what they found in closing the loop was that the changes they made did not have much effect. Technically it was completed and given a rating of 5, but there are still many issues that should be addressed.  Sheryl Tschetter suggested they do a norming session with the rubric to discuss the open ended aspects and make improvements.  Gaither Loewenstein suggested recalibrating the rubric for the next cycle.  Assessment Committee assigned a rating of 4 due to many aspects that need improvement. 
            Motion to assign a rating of 4 – MSC/Ashby/Brewster

Theater Arts – Measuring SLOs for a discipline such as Theatre Arts continues to be a challenge.  Gaither Loewenstein shared a concern that on page 3 of the rubric it shows there is insufficient evidence that students have familiarity with knowledge of dramatic literature, but there is no change in the courses to address this issue. The discipline needs to close the loop and show how their instruction has changed to improve student learning outcomes.  Sharon Crasnow shared a concern that the rubric and assessment methods were confusing and should be clarified.  Gaither Lowenstein suggested that we analyze other schools assessment methods and techniques.  The committee gave a rating of 3 because the rubric needs to be clarified and improved. 
Motion to assign a rating of 3 – MSC/Loewenstein/ Brewster

Political Science – The Political Science discipline has not yet done a district-wide assessment.  Dr. Deborah Tompsett-Makin, a Political Science Instructor, worked with one adjunct to assess Political Science 1.  Norco’s goal is to have at least 50% of all courses and programs completely assessed and looped back prior to the accreditation team visiting in October 2009.  Currently, the Program Review Committee only writes one assessment piece for all three campuses.  This is problematic because it does not give an accurate model for assessment.  Kristina Kauffman suggested that we should rank by campus and discipline. The Political Science discipline has multi-layered SLOs which need to be simplified.  Sheryl suggested the discipline take it down to 3-4 primary traits, instead of looking at 40-50 sub-skills. 
Motion – unanimous decision to bring back to committee once annual program review is complete and give a rating at that time.
      5.   ACCJC Annual Report Update
Review listing of community colleges put on warning or probation by the ACCJC. 

These colleges need to improve SLOs, and must comply or exceed the standards if they want to reach independent status.  Arend Flick wrote a piece in June 2007 titled, “Non-Collaborative Single Course Based Assessments.” It was an informative piece which discussed 4 different methods a single instructor could use to assess student learning.  These 4 methods include: creating and using a student self reporting learning survey; writing a teaching or course portfolio; the Cabrillo model for course based assessment; and the Gaither Loewenstein pre and post course course-based assessment method.  Sheryl Tschetter suggested that this piece should be uploaded on the website. 
Update on General Education Outcomes Assessment – Between 2006-2008, RCCD improved at identifying SLOs for courses and programs from 44% to 97%.  However, there is still a need to have 100% of all courses with identifiable SLOs.  Only 87 courses and programs completed SLO outcomes and looped back.  Kristina Kauffman shared a concern that there are other courses that are not listed because they have not reported it.  Sheryl Tschetter suggested that several courses should be removed from the list because many are taught by part-time faculty and do not record SLOs.  Reporting SLOs for certain disciplines, such as the Moreno Valley Fire Technology Program, continues to be a challenge.  Many courses do assessment, but they do not have the mechanism for capturing it.  We need to figure out techniques for identifying and reporting SLOs in 100% of all courses and programs. 


Meeting adjourned at 12:00 pm; snacks followed.

Next meeting:  Thursday, May 22, 2008, 10:00 a.m., Lg. Conference Room, District Office
