Medication Administration Decision Tree

All medications must be administered according to the “RCC School of Nursing Policy and Procedure:  Arithmetic, Dosage Calculation Competency, and Medication Guidelines.”  Students will address these questions prior to giving any medications and is to be used by faculty to assess students’ preparation prior to and during medication administration.  Prior to administering medications, the student must reconcile all medications with the healthcare provider’s orders and Medication Administration Record.

Right Patient:


Why does the patient need this medication?


How does it relate to or help with their diagnosis?


Used 2 identifiers to ID patient?


Verifies arm band in addition to electronic scanning of armband?

Right Medication:


How does this medication work?


Are there any parameters to check prior to administering this medication?


Allergies to this medication?

Right Dose:


Is the prescribed dosage safe?


Is the calculated dose correct?


Is there a level that I should verify for this medication prior to its administration?


Labs indicated/verified for this medication?


What is the minimum safe dilution and administration for this medication?

Right Route:


Is it safe to administer this medication via the prescribed route?


Can this medication be crushed or administered in another format better suited for this patient?


If gastrointestinal tube, is placement verified?


Appropriate site for injections?

Right Time:

Does this medication time need to be adjusted? (i.e. due to meals, lab values, compatibility issues, etc.)
Right Documentation:


Have all prescribed medications been appropriately documented?


Have all assessment parameters been appropriately documented?


Has site been documented related to parenteral and topical medications?


Has evaluation of patient response been documented?


Have all medications been appropriately co-signed?


Has teaching been appropriately documented?
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